Ministre des Services aux Autochtones et ministre Minister of Indigenous Services and Minister
responsable de I’Agence fédérale de développement responsible for the Federal Economic
économique pour le Nord de I'Ontario Development Agency for Northern Ontario

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH4

February 25, 2025

Chief Pauline Frost

National Children's Chiefs Committee
Our Children Our Way Secretariat
200-100 Park Royal South

WEST VANCOUVER BC V7T 1A2

pauline.frost@vagfn.ca

Dear Chief Frost:

Thank you for your correspondence of January 24, 2025, sent to the Right Honourable
Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister, the Honourable Gary Anandasangaree, Minister of
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs, and myself in relation to a national
agreement on long-term reform of the First Nations Child and Family Services Program.

The Agreement-in-Principle on Long-Term Reform of the First Nations Child and Family
Services Program and Jordan’s Principle signed by the Assembly of First Nations,
Caring Society, Chiefs of Ontario, and Nishnawbe Aski Nation in December 2021, was
an evidence-informed approach that provided a foundation for improving the lives of
First Nation children and families across the country.

Canada remained committed to a First Nations-led approach to reforming the First
Nations Child and Family Services Program, and developed a fully reformed Program in
the Final Agreement with the rights holder Parties to the Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal’s complaint. The robust framework of reforms contained within the Final
Agreement would have legally bound Canada to provide $47.8 billion in stable and
predictable funding over ten years for a fully reformed First Nations Child and Family
Services Program that would have reduced the number of First Nation children in care
and kept children connected to their families, communities, and cultures.
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Canada remains committed to the implementation of the Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal’s orders, and to ending the discrimination identified by the Tribunal and
preventing its recurrence.

There has been confusion regarding the role of the National Children's Chiefs
Committee and whether you and the committee are the body that Canada should be
working with, as the Assembly of First Nations has yet to clarify their role in relation to
long-term reform of the First Nations Child and Family Services Program. Attached is
the most recent correspondence from the Assembly of First Nations’ counsel indicating
that they are awaiting instructions on this issue. | would encourage the National
Children’s Chiefs Commission to work directly with officials from the Assembly of First
Nations with respect to long-term reform of the First Nation Child and Family Services
Program to clarify this situation.

Yours sincerely,

P D

The Honourable Patty Hajdu, P.C., M.P.

Encl.



